
Algorithm for Evaluation and Treatment of Possible Nonoccupational HIV Exposures

Exposure of: vagina, rectum, eye, mouth or other mucous 
membrane, nonintact skin, or percutaneous contact

With: blood, semen, vaginal seretions, rectal secretions, breast 
milk, or any fluid that is visibly contaminated with blood

When: the source is known to have HIV

73 hours since exposure

Substantial Risk for HIV Acquisition

Exposure of: vagina, rectum, eye, mouth or other mucous 
membrane, intact skin or nonintact skin, or percutaneous contact

With: urine, nasal secretions, saliva, sweat, or tears if not visibly 
contaminated with blood

Regardless: of the known or suspected HIV status of the source

Negligible Risk for HIV Acquisition

72 hours since exposure

Source person  
known to have HIV

Source person  of 
unknown HIV status

nPEP not recommendednPEP recommended
Case-by-case 
determination
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Unknown or detectable 
viral load? Always used  condoms?

Assessing Patients for PrEP

HIV+ partner?

Discuss PrEP; 
Prescribe if 
requested

MSM: gonorrhea, 
chlamydia, or syphilis

One or more sex partners 
of unknown HIV status?

Had bacterial STI  
in past 6 months?

Anal or vaginal sex in  
the last 6 months?

MSW and WSM:  
gonorrhea or syphilis

Ask about the gender(s) of the patient’s sexual partner(s)
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Prescribe  
PrEP

N
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Discuss PrEP; 
Prescribe if 
requested

Prescribe  
PrEP

Prescribe  
PrEP

Prescribe  
PrEP

Discuss PrEP; 
Prescribe if 
requested

Discuss PrEP; 
Prescribe if 
requested

Discuss PrEP; 
Prescribe if 
requested


